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The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
editor or the KMAC 

 
Neither the publication nor the KMAC are responsible for the contents or 

services advertised within these pages 
 
 
 
Contributors are reminded that the deadline for publication is the 10th of each second 
month. 
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Howdy all, 
The first Kaiapoi Flyer for 2008; seems strange to say and some might say a tad too late 
but happy New Year. 
Christmas now seems an almost distant memory but I still remember the joy of my sons 
at 5.45am running in and saying Santa has been. 
Not long after the boisterous unwrapping of presents, sword fights and two coffees I set 
off to the my local uninhabited sports field with two freshly charged 2250mah lipos and 
my foamy, 35min later and I was ready for anything Christmas day could throw at me, 
brilliant. 
I spent the best part of my weekends in January chasing the NZ motorcycle road race 
champs around the South Island, Port Nelson races on the 2nd fantastic ride up and back, 
Ruapuna mid Jan and levels late Jan.  
I also know a lot of modelers converged on Clareville for the Aero modeling Nationals 
and by all accounts a well attended and successful event, the organization that goes into 
such an event is simply mind-boggling but they seem to do a rather fine job of it, 
 
Some of you may be or may not be aware that the National body that controls aero 
modeling in New Zealand has very recently had a name change. The NZMAA or New 
Zealand Model Aeronautical Association will be known as “MODEL FLYING NZ” 
As written in NZ Flyers World; this change gives us a title which reflects what we do, 
and makes us more easily recognisable to potential new members. The new name will be 
phased in over the next 6 months, as documents and paper work are changed to suit. 
 
I have been out to the field a couple of times since Christmas and was lucky enough to 
have two very good mornings flying, fine hot days with light wind. I have also made the 
jump to 2.4Ghz and have gone with the Spektrum set up by installing a Spektrum module 
in my Futaba 9c and re equipping my stable with a mix of their 6 and 7 channel receivers, 
I have only good to say about this setup to date and will include a small article about the 
pro and cons I have encountered in future issues. There have been a fairly steady stream 
of new faces out at the field and several new members have joined, lets all make them 
feel welcome and help where needed. 
 
There are several important features in this Flyer as far as events, times and dates go so 
read on and mark your calendar. 
 
Photos, articles and input from you guys are always welcome. 
Cheers Ed 
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Well its time for another report there is not much to report as flying at the 
field has been almost at a stand still due to the windy conditions that we are 
experiencing.  
I cannot remember such a long period with such strong winds, which are 
coming from all directions if this is what the summer is bringing roll on 
winter, frosty mornings and calm conditions. 
  
The weather has been a real handicap to the trainees some were at the point 
of taking their wings tests, still with a couple of good weekends they will be 
ready.  
Whilst on the subject we could do with some more trainers at the field we 
have a number of new members requiring training around the six or seven 
mark as well as those presently under instruction so if you can spare the time 
please pop out to the field. 
  
Time to think about names for trophy’s let a committee know of any you 
would like to nominate. Also if you would like to stand for committee 
during this coming year please let me know, dates should be in this 
magazine. 
  
I have been building a new model which I hope can be used in two ways, 
first as a trainer with dihedral then with a quick change to a straight wing it 
becomes fully aerobatic! We will find out very shortly as it is getting close 
to completion.  
Look for the upcoming events and put them in your diary, they are all 
important for you and the club. 
  
Dust off your planes check them out for damage or repairs and I will see you 
out at the field.  
Peter W  
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  Futaba 6EX, 7C and TM-7 Service Advisory 

Updated January 30, 2008  
  

This service advisory affects only owners of the Futaba TM-7 module and 6EX 
and 7C FASST systems.. Each FASST transmitter contains a unique eight digit 
identification code, programmed at the factory to identify the respective 
transmitter and to allow a receiver to be paired only to that radio's signal. 
Recently we have learned that a very small number of the TM-7 modules, and 
6EX and 7C FASST systems were incorrectly coded with a common code 
number during the manufacturing process. These units were subsequently sold 
prior to our awareness of the situation. 

  

If two or more units, utilizing this common identification code, were to be in use 
simultaneously, they may cause interference with one another. Please note: 
Units which utilize the correct identification code will not be affected by these 
units. 

  

We're extremely confident that this is not a widespread problem. However, to 
catch any possible incorrectly coded units in the field and to give you peace of 
mind that your system is not affected, we have set up test stations at participating 
hobby shops throughout the country where you will be able to determine -- within 
a matter of minutes -- whether or not your transmitter is affected, at no charge to 
you. There are 100 such Test Stations in place now, and the number will be 
increased to 500 over the next two to three weeks. Please see below for a listing 
of these testing stations. Or, if you prefer, you may send it in to our service center 
and we will analyze it for you at no charge. If any problem is found, it will be 
replaced. We will gladly pay the postage for returning the unit and sending it back 
to you. 

  

If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our Futaba 
Service Center at: 217-398-0007 or via email at: service@futaba-rc.com. Our 
staff is available to you Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm U.S. Central Standard Time. 

  



Precautionary Measures and Information- 

It is important to note that the precautionary measures are relevant only to the 
Futaba FASST items with serial numbers as described below. To determine if 
your transmitter might be affected, look on the bottom of the transmitter case. If 
using the TM-7 module, the serial number is located on the inside portion of the 
module: 

  

6EX: A7xxxxxxx without the "I" (Inspected) sticker 
7C 07xxxxxxx without the "I" (Inspected) sticker 
TM-7 07xxxxxx without the "I" (Inspected) sticker 

The precautionary measures do not apply to systems that utilize a serial number 
as noted below: 
6EX ALL A8xxxxxxx or systems with the A7xxxxxxx serial number which include 
the "I" (Inspected) sticker 
7C ALL 08xxxxxxx or systems with the 07xxxxxxx which include the "I" 
(Inspected) sticker 
TM-7 ALL 08xxxxxx or modules with the 07xxxxxx which include the "I" 
(Inspected) sticker 

1. As with all radio control equipment, we strongly suggest that you pre-flight 
your aircraft thoroughly prior to flying. When flying at a location with other 
FASST owners, prior to flying we suggest that all pilots briefly activate 
their systems simultaneously to check for any interaction between units. If 
any interactions should occur, do NOT fly. Return the unit to the Futaba 
Service Center for immediate replacement. 

2. Each time that your transmitter is turned on, it is imperative that you allow 
the FASST system an adequate amount of time to thoroughly boot-up 
completely before shutting down the transmitter. After the battery voltage 
appears on the LCD, we recommend allowing the system to remain on at 
least one (1) additional second prior to turning off the power to the 
transmitter. 

3. If the transmitter and receiver have lost their binding which required them 
to be re-linked, we recommend returning them to the Futaba Service 
Center for analysis. This is not expected behavior and should be 
investigated accordingly.  
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The club is having a working bee to help get the field and equipment in tune 
for our up and coming fly-in. 

 The first part of the day on Sunday the 27 Apr il and rain day 
for  the working bee will be 4th May will be dedicated to 
cleaning and maintenance. 9.00am to 11.00am should see the most of the 
work done. 
These days work very well if everyone chips in and gets assigned jobs out of 
the way. 
It is always handy if you could bring a grubber, hammer, or any other tools 
that may help with the odd job or two. 
A couple of bigger things to get done are the cleaning out of the Portacom, 
and a quick scrub of the toilet. 
We will probably use the weed eater to run around the containers etc,  
 
 
 

Note:  There will not be any flying until the working bee is all completed. 
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We will be inviting all clubs and flyers to join us for 
the weekend of the Saturday 26 and Sunday the 27 May to 
come and enjoy our field and common interest. This is a 

great way for us to promote our club and field as one of the 
best in Canterbury and meet, talk to and fly along side 

fellow modelers. 
 

Last years fly-in was a great weekend with excellent 
weather, good attendance and some fantastic flying. 

Tell your friends, other club members and fellow modelers 
alike. 
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This years AGM will be held at the MANUKA room at 
the Papanui club. 

Saturday the 26th Apr il 3.00pm 
 

Come along and have YOUR SAY. 
You can help your  club by putting your  hand up for  any 

position and the general committee would love your  
help and suppor t. 

 
 
 



Voting Forms for  the AGM 
Position Nominated For 

 
________________ 

Nominees Name 
 

________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 
 

Position Nominated For 
 

________________ 
Nominees Name 

 
________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 

Position Nominated For 
 

________________ 
Nominees Name 

 
________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 
 

Position Nominated For 
 

________________ 
Nominees Name 

 
________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 

Position Nominated For 
 

________________ 
Nominees Name 

 
________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 
 

Position Nominated For 
 

________________ 
Nominees Name 

 
________________ 
Nominators Name 

 
 ________________ 

Seconded By 
 

_________________ 
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Would any and all of last years trophy recipients please 
blow the dust off the pr ized pieces and return them to a 
member  of the committee by the end of March, we need 
to send them off to the engravers to be inscr ibed with 

this years winners. 
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This year’s prize giving and club social dinner will once again be 

held at the Papanui Clubs restaurant the Peppertree. 

The Dinner will be held at 7.00pm. 
All interested in attending and you all should as it is always a 

good fun social event please contact Peter Wingrove so a 
reasonably accurate booking number can be made. 

 
As you will now be aware this is the same day as the AGM, we 

are holding the AGM in the mid afternoon in the hope this time is 
more suitable to our members and encourage you all to come 

along. 
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Jess thought it necessary to run through the maneuvers with her model 
before the flight began. 

The plane watched on very with much enthusiasm. 
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So you have a flash new computer radio set that allows you to set up your 
models in any manner you choose, trim here, sub trim there, mix this mix 
that and pretty much make a model fly a pattern with the flick of a few 
switches. 
I well remember my first radio set a four channel Futaba with servo 
reversing and that was it.  
What a computer or programmable cannot help you with and teach you is 
how to set up a model that is true and accurate with out the need for radio 
trim. There is in my books and many others no substitute for correct and 
proper mechanical set up from the start and that is how it had to be before 
the advent of programmable radio sets.  
This teaches you many things, how to centre a control surface mechanically, 
how to set up control runs and linkages so you can adjust them to 
compensate for out of trim flight and larger control throws. 
Probably the most important thing it teaches you is how to fly with your 
thumbs or fingers if that is the case. 
You will all remember just how sensitive your trainer felt for the first flights 
and how after some time it wasn’ t so bad, that is because your muscle 
memory and practice taught you to be gentler with your input, this is how 
you fly.  
With a well set up model and a computer radio you can program in so much 
negative expo that you can bash on the sticks all you want and your model 
will still fly a pretty smooth line (within reason). Is this good practice? You 
decide.   

 



 
 
 
 
For good or for bad, the fully programmable radio is her and here to stay, it 
is comforting to still see the odd 4 channel gold box around and watch 
modelers fly pretty damn well with them. 
It on the other hand is also nice to have all the bells and whistles on the latest 
equipment, now you can fly to the sounds of your favorite MP3’s playing on 
your radio while flying to the same music in artistic aerobatics, voice 
commands to perform snaps, parachutes and the like, amazing.  
Now they just have to make you a coffee and clean your model after a flying 
session. 
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Since you asked for useful contributions readers may find the 
following information taken from an article by model aero plane guru 
Brian Winch which was published in Airborne magazine, helpful: 
  
CRASHES WHEN LANDING 
  
I would reckon that 90 % of landing approach crashes are due to the 
propeller acting as a brake. Your visual observation is that the wings 
are wobbling a bit side to side - a deadly warning that the model is 
about fall out of the sky. Here is how it works. Your aircraft is flying at 
speed X and it requires a minimum of YY propeller speed to maintain 
that forward speed .You cut the propeller speed to Y and is now at 
half the required speed .As your model tries to keep flying  forward at 
X speed it is being impeded by the propeller speed. As such the 
propeller is acting as a brake _ A large disc of resistance. A knowing 
modeler standing by will see the dreaded wing wobble and yell for 
you to blip the throttle, give the propeller a bit of a burst. If you are 
quick enough to release the "brake" you may still achieve a good 
landing. 
  
Think about a dead stick landing. A dead stick landing can be the 
best one you make for the day. The engine is dead and the prop is 
still so the flying speed is virtually unaffected for a good landing. 
Gliders do it all the time! 
  
Happier Landings! 
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Editors Ramble--- 
 
Presidents Report--- 
 
Up Coming Events--- 
 
A Stitch in Time--- those small repairs, you’ ll get around to one day! 
 
A Touch of history--- looking back at the KMAC 
 
Radio Talk--- Linkages not so much a radio topic but a life line! 
 
Pilots Profile--- Getting to know that mad person beside you in the pits! 
 
Ode to the Battery checker and charger 
 
Building Board--- All of you will have sent me something! Come on! 

 
Page 15 Model of the Month---  
 
BUY, SELL, BARTER, HAGGLE--- some one must have 
something to sell? 
 
Know your Slang and Aero modeling Jargon--- Don’t be left 
out when the talk turns to trash. 
 
That’s it for Feb March 08 
Cheers to you all. 
Ed. 

 
 
 



 


